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Account of Mr. Paterfon, and of the Projeét for erecting the 
famous Company at Darien. 


[From the Second Volume of Sir John Dalrymple’s Memoirs of Great 
Britain and Ireland.] 


HE birth of Paterfon is unknown. It is probable he had 
education, becaufe he expreffed himfelf well in writing, 
and hada good addrefs, He was bred to the church ; but, 
having a violent propeniity to fee foreign countries, he made his 
profeffion the inftrament of indulging it, by going to the new 
weftern world, under pretence of converting the Indians to the 
religion of the old world, In his Courfes there he became ace 
goainted with Captain Dampier and Mr. Wafer, who afters 
wards publifhed, the one his voyages, and the other his travels, 
in the regions where the feparation is narroweft between the 
Atlantic and the Soath feas ; and both of whom, particolarly 
the firft, appear by their books té have been men of confiderable 
obfervation. But he got much more knowledge from mien who 
could neither write nor read, by caltivating the acquaintance of 
the old Buccaneers, who, after forviving their glories and their 
crimes, ftill, in the extremity of age and misfortune, recounted 
with tranfport the eafe with which they had paffed and repaffed 
ftom one fea to the other, fometimes in hundreds together, and 
dtiving fitings of mules before them loaded with the plunder of 
friends and of foes, 
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Paterfon, having examined the places, fatisfied himfelf that, 
on the ifthmus of Darien, there was a tract of country running 
acrofs the Atlantic to the South fea, which the Spaniards had © 
never poflefled, and inhabited by a people continually at war 
with them ; thatalong the coaft, on the Atlantic fide, there lay 
a firing of iflands called Sambaloes, uninhabited and fall of 
natural ftrength and forefts ; from which laft circumftance one 
of them was called the Ifland of Pines ; that the feas were there 
filled with turtle, and the manatee or fea-cow ; that midway 
between Portobello and Carthagena, but near 50 leagues diftant 
from either, at a place called Aga, in the mouth of the river of 
Darien, there was a natural harbour, capable of receiving the 
greateft fleets, and defended from ftorms by other iflands which 
covered the mouth of it, and from enemies by a promontory, 
which commanded the. paflage, and by hidden rocks in the paf- 
fage itfelf ;“thatjon the other fide of the ifthmus,and in the fame 
traét of country, there were natural harbours, equally capacious 
and well defended ; that the two feas were conne¢ted with a 
ridge of hills, which, by their height, created a temperate cli- 
mate io the midi of the moft fultry latitudes, and were hhel- 
tered-by forelts, yet not rendered damp by them, becaufe the 
trees grew at a diftance from each other, having very little un- 
derwood ; that, contrary tothe barren natore of hilly countries, 
the foil was of a black mould two or three feet deep, and pro- 
ducing fpontaneovfly the fine tropical fruits, and plants, and 
roots, ond herbs; that roads could be made with eafe along the 
ridge, by which mules, and even carriages, might pafs from the 
one fea to the other in the fpace of a day ; and that confequently 
this paflage feemed to be pointed out by the finger of nature as 
a.common center, to connect together the trade and intercourle 
cf the univerfe, 

aterfon knew that fhips which fretch in a ftraight line frem 
one point to another, and with one wind, run lefs rifks, and re. 
quire fewer hands, than fhips which pafs through many latitudes, 
turn with many coafts, and require many winds ; in evidence of 
which, veflels of 7 or Soo tons burdens are often to be found in 
the South feas, navigated by no more than eight or tea hands, 
Becaufe thefe hands have little elfe todo than to fet their fails 
when they begin their voyage, and to take them in when they 
end it 5 that as foon as fhips from Britain got {o far fouth as to 
yeach the twade-wiod, which never varies, that wind would 
carry them to Darien, and the fame wind would carry hips 
trom the bay of Panama, on the oppoiite.fide of the ifthmus, to 
tie iall-Indies ; that as foon as thips coming from the Kalt- 
Indics to the bay of Panama, got fo far north as the latitude of 40, 
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to reach the wefterly winds, which, about that latitude, blow al- 
mott as regularly from the weft as the trade winds do from the 
eaft, thefe winds would carry them, in the track of the Spanifh 
Agquapulca fhips, to the coalt of Mexico; -from whence the 
land-wind which blows for ever from north to fouth, would 
carry them along the coaft of Mexico into the bay of Panama, 

So that, in going from Britain, fhips would encounter po un 
certain winds, except during their paflage fouth into the latitude 
of the trade wind ; in coming fgam India to the bay of Panama 
no uncertain winds, except in their paflage north to the latitade 
of the wefterly winds; and in going from the other fide of the 
ifthmus.to the eaft no uncertain wind whatfoever, 

Gold was feen by Paterfon in fome places of the ifthmus; and 
hence an ifland on the Atlastic fide was called the Golden Ifland, 
and a riyer on the fide to the South Sea was called the Golden 
River; but thefe were objects which he regarded nor at that 
time, becaufe far greater were in his eye; the removing of dif- 
tances, the drawing nations nearer to each other, the preferva- 
tion of the valuable lives af feamen, and the faving in freight, 
fo important to merchants, and in time fo important to them, 
and to an animal whofe life is fo fhort as that of man. 

By this obfcure Scotfman a project was formed to fettle, on 
this neglected fpot, a great and powerful colony, not as other 
colonies have for the moft part been fettled, by chance, and un- 
protected by the country from whence they went, but by fyf- 
tem, upon forefight, and co receive the ample protection of 
thofe governments to whom he was to offer his project, And 
certainly no greater idea has been formed fiace the timeof 
Columbus. 

I thould do injiftice to the ideas which fwelled in Mr, Pater- 
fon’s mind if I expreffed them in any other words than his own, 
In one of his letters to the Darien Company he fays, ** The 
time and expence of navigation to China, Japan, the Spice 
Iflands, and the far greateft part of the Eait Indies, wiil be 
leflened more than half, and the confumption of European com- 
modities and manvfadiorics be foon more than doubled.—Trade 
will increafe trade, and money will beget money, and the 
trading world fhall need no more to want work for their hands, 
but will rather want hands for their work. ‘Thus this door of 
the feas, and the key of the univerfe, with any thing of a rea- 
fonable management, will of courfe enable its proprietors to 
give laws to both oceans, and to become arbitrators of the 
commercial world, without being liabie to the fatigues, ex 
pences, and dangers, or contracting the guilt and blood of 
Alexander and Cefar, In all our emipires chat have been any 
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thing univerfal, the conquerors have been obliged to feck out 
and court their conquelts from afar ; but the univerfal force and 
influence of this attra@tive magnet is {och as can moch more 
effedivally bring empire home to its proprietors’ doors. 
' Bot, from what has been faid, you may eafily perceive that 
the nature of thefe difcoveries is fuch as not to be engrofled by 
any ore nation or people, with exclufion to others; nor can it 
be thus attempted without evident hazard and ruia, as we fee 
in the ¢afe cf Spain and Portugal; who, by their prohibiting 
ary other people to trade, of ¥o much as go to dwell in the 
Indies, have not only Icft that trade they were not able to main- 
tain, but have depopulated and ruined their countries therewith ; 
fo that the Indies have rather conquered Spain and Portugal 
than they have conquered the Indies ; fot, by their permitting 
all to go out and none to come in, they have not only loft the 
eople which are gobe to thefe remote and luxuriant regions, 
Boe futh as remain are become wholly unprofitable, and good fot 
nothing : thus, not unlike the cafe of the dog in the fable, they 
have loft their own countries, and yet not gotten the Indies, 
People and their indoftry are the true riches of a prince or a 
nation 5 and, in refpeé to them, all other things are but imae 
nary. 
f This was well underflood by thé people of Rome, who, con- 
trary to the maxims of Sparta and Spain, by gencral naturali- 
gations, liberty of conicierite, and immunity of government, 
far more effeQually and advantageoufly conquered and kept the 
world, than ever they did, or poflibly could have done by the 
{word,. ; 

Ingenious men draw to each other like iron qnd the loadftone; 
Paterfon, on his return to London, formed a friendhip with 
Mr. Fletcher of Salton, whofe mind was inflamed with the love 
of public good, and all of whofe ideas to procure them had a 
fublimity in them. Fletcher difliked England, merely becaulo 
he loved Scotland to excefs ; and therefore the report common 
in Scotland is probably a true one, that he was the perfon who 
perfuaded Paterfon to truft the fate of his project to his own 
countrymen alone, and to let them have the fole benefit, glory, 
ard danger of it ; for in its danger Fletcher deemed fome of | 
its glory to confift, 

Although Fletcher, who had nothing to hope for and nothing 
to fear, becaufe he had a good eftate and no children, was of thd 
country party, yet, in all his fchemes for the public good, he 
was in ule to yo as readily to the king’s minifters as to his own 
friends, being indifferent who had the honour of doing good, 
provided it was done. His houfe in Batt Lothian was near to 
i . that 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 437 


that of the Marquis of Tweedale, then minifter for Scotland ; 
and therefore they were often together. Fletcher brought 
Paterfon down to Scotland with him, prefented him to the 
Marquis, and then, with that power which a vehement fpirit 
always poffefies over a diffident one, perfuaded the Marquis, by 
arguments of public good, and of the honour which would re- 
dound to his admisiftration, to adopt the project. Lord Stair 
and Mr. Johnfon, the two fecretaries of flate, patronized thofe 
abilities in Paterfon which they poffeffed in themfelves ; and 
the lord-advocate, Sir James Stewart, the fame man who had 
adjulted the Price of Orange’s declaration at the revolution, 
whofe fon was married to a niece of Lord Stair, went naturally 
along with his conneétions, Thefe perfons, in June 1595, prose 
cured a ftatute from Parliament, and afterwards a charter from 
the crown in terms of it, for creating a trading company to 
Africa and the new world, with power to plant coloniesand build 
forts with confent of the inhabitants, in places not poffefled by 
other European nations. 

Supported thus by the charaCter of Fletcher, and the fanion 
of an act of parliament, Paterfon threw his projeét bolily upoa ‘ 
the public, and opened a fub/cription for the projected colony. 
The frenzy of the Scotch to fign the folemn league and cove- 
nant never exceeded their zeal to fubfcribe to the Darien Come 
pany. All ranks of people vied with each other, and in a few 
days 440,000l. was fubfcribed in Scotland, although at that 
time there was not more than 800,000]. in the kingdom. The 
famous Mr. Law confeffed that the facility with which he faw. 
the paflion for {pecalation communicate irfelf to all fatisfied him 
of the poffibility of producing the fame effects from the fame 
cavfes, when the Duke of Orleans, in the year of the Miffifippi, 
engaged him to turn his bank into a bubble. But the jealoufy 
of merchants, which has often been fo baneful to trade, created 
an alarm in England ; and in December 1695 the Lords and 
Commons concurred in a joint addrefs to the King againit the 
eftablifhment of the Darien Company, as detrimental to the 
intereftof the India Company, Tbe Dutch Eatt-India Come 
pany alfo preiented a petitionto King William again it ; and, 
after a fhort experiment, the colony at Darien came to an end. 
Refentment at this ungenerous treatment from the Englifh was 
one great caule of the iubfequeat rebellions which took place in 
Scotland. 





qQ—_— 


School Anecdote from the Neighbourhood of Reading. 


“HE mailer obferving one of his pupils to leave the letter 
« out of the word endeavour, he of courfe demanded the 
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rebfon ; he was anfwered (without any hefitation) by a fchool- 
fellow, who fat by, ** Becaufe, Sir, the letter # is got quite out 
of favor.” 


Jo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





SIR, 


following anecdote happened fo recently as Sunday 
laft. If you think it is worthy of a place in your Enter- 
tainer, it is at your fervice : 

On my return from the country to my own dwelling-hoofe in 
a@ pretty large ftreet in Bideford, between the hours of fix and 
feven in the evening, I happened accidentally to look out 
from my dining-room window on the roof of the oppofite houfe, 
when I obferved, as I thought, a couple of pigeons fitting 
thereon, Having many other pigeons of my own in the court, 
Took it for granted that fome perfon had difturbed them in 
their rooft, and that they had flown to the other file of the 
ftreet, as {righted doves are wont todo. But on a nearer anda 
little longer view, I obferved a cat, head on couch, make his ap- 
pearance joft over the ridge of the faid houfe, when the fuppofed 
pigeons immediately, taking the alarm at this deadly enemy, 
affamed their wings, and, to my great furprize, as they flew 
down the fircet in a itrait direCtion before me, they appeared to 
mie to be, and were mott certainly a drace of partridges ! 

VERITAS. 


Bideford, April 17, 1788. 





Extra& from Mr. Wilkes’s Speech in Parliament againft 
Mr. Fox’s celebrated India Bill. 


HIS bill, Sir, appears to me to violate the national faith 

in a very great degree, for it annihilates the charter of 

the Eaft-India Company ; a charter purchafed of the public, 

and fecured by the fanction of Parliament. The violation of 

the American charters, which has been followed by the lofs of 

our empire in the weft, would have deterred any minifters lefs 

rath, leis impetuous, from this dangerous experiment of tampere 
ing with charters. 

Nota corporation in the kingdom, nota charter, not the 


great charter of our liberties, not a deed, not a contract, nota 
cdocunrent, 
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document, nota fecurity, no fpecies of property, can be fafer 
againft bold, violent, unpriacipled men acting thus in the ple- 
nitude and wantonnefs of power. This charter did not owe its 
birth to the foolith paffions and prepoffeffions, or the mad pro- 
digality, of any of the Plantagenets, Tudors, or Stuarts, in fa- 
vour of a crouching, fervile courtier, or knavith, interefted de- 
pendent. It was a fair purchafe made of the public, an equal 
compat for reciprocal advantages between the nation at large 
and the body of the proprietors. The purchafe money was 


actually received by the public; and confequently the propri-- 


etors have a juft claim. to what was ftipulated in their favour. 
I agree, Sir, that there is no charter which may not be forfeited 
by delinquency but the charters of the city of London, for they 
are excepted by an exprefs act of our glorious Deliverer, from 
the neceflity of preferving the peace of the capital ; but no 
delinquency of any kind is now madea charge againit the Eait- 
India dire€tors, proprietors, or any of their fervants. The dif- 
trefs of their circumftances alone was alledged as warranting 
fuch a bill, Iam very ready to admit that fome particular fers 
vants of the Company have been guilty of enormous crimes in 
the Eaft, Is that a reafon for punifhing the directors and pros 
prietors in Leadenhall Street? Has the leaft degree of guile 
been imputed to. them ? I wifh rather to add to their powers 
over their own fervants; and then I am {fatisfied that guitt of 
the deepeftdye would {peedily be followed with the moft ex- 
emplary punifhment. I fee no objection to giving the directors 
moft of the powers of this bill, but think that it would be highly 
politic. Let me fate to the recollefion of the Houfe a recent 
tranfaction, in which the intereits of the Company, andthe na- 
tional honour, were deeply wounded, \ When, after every pof- 
fible delay, the authors of the late revolution at Madrafs, and 
the fubfequent murder of Lord Pigot, were brought into an 
Englith court of jultice, and a jury pronounced them guilty, 
what was the fentence ? A trifling mulé, and not an hour’s im. 
prifonment. The fine, which they paid in court, was {carcely 
a fiftiech part of the fpoils of a wicked uiurpation of the 
fupreme government, both civil and military, followed by the 
murder ot the governor. The public were infulted, event 
the hour of trial, by a vain oltentation of what the criminals 


were prepared to have difgorged, before the fears of their truue - 
bled coniciences were quicted by a folema mockery of juitices - 


Such a condué marked the partial and feeble hand-of the law 
at home; for furefy, Sir, {uch crimes called for feverity againit 
the daring perpetrators, as well as to deter fature delinquents, 
‘Dhey may trom this lenity leara, with perfect fafety and ime 
meni¢ 
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menfe profit, to perpetrate the trifling crimes of mutiny, re+ 
bellion, and murder, difgorging only a fmall portion of their 
ill-gotten wealth, - 

I have no objefion, I confefz, to reftraining the Faft-India 
Company to the primary object of their charter, to their original 
views of commerce, with a proper power over their own fer- 
vants. I little relifh the idea of afew merchants governing, as 
fovereigns, the three powerful ftates of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa. It is inconfiftent with political order, and the fub- 
ordination of Britith fabje&ts. The Jefuits were juftly expelled 
from almoft every government in the old and new world, not 
from a fyftem of filly tenets, which not one in a hundred of 
them believed or cared about, but from their attempting to 
eftablith the imperium in imperio, which no ftate ever faftered 
with impunity, I venerate the wife maxim of a commercial 
policy that, while it is adding to the national wealth, forms an 
iavincible bulwark by the ftrength of a powerful navy ; but I 
deteft a fcandalous, heterogeneous traffic of war and trade, 
plunder and commerce, peculation and murder, extortion,rapine, 
and corruption, ‘The national charaéter has been loft in Hin- 
doftan, Provinces and kingdoms have been bought and fold 
by the Afiatic generals and governors of the Company, againit 
the flrongeft orders of the dire€tors and proprietors, and the 
lives of fome of the moft harmlefs princes who ever had reigned, 
fet to fale. The mifchief foon gains Europe ; and we ex 
perience at home all the calamities which Rome fuffered in the 
declenfion of her empire, and from the fame quarter, from the 
Eaft. We are ruined by the luxury and venality of our own 
wretched, defpicable offspring, and all the vices of the Eaft, 
which they propagate here too fuccefsfully when they return to 
purchafe protection and indemnity for their crimes, or a feac in 
this houfe tor fale toa corrupt minifter. I therefore, Sir, highly 
approve a bill for the government of the territorial poffeffions 
and revenues of India, which ought to depend on the ftate ; 
but the regulation of all commercial concerns [ fhall ever think 
ought to refit with the proprietors and directors. This is their 
province ; and to this they are as competent as they are inade- 
quae to dominion and the rule of empires. 

Sir, | look upon this bill as the bitter fruits of the coalition. 
After the fatal confequences of the noble lord’s attack on the 
American charters, 1 cannot think he would have ventured on 
this direct violation of the franchifes and property of a great 
company, if he had not been in impious league with fo daring 
a colleague. Not a man who hears me can believe that fuch a 
bill haa cver appeared if the wordy war had gone on between 
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the two fecretaries. The noble lord, indeed, had made fome 

former faint attempts, and for agood while caft a longing eye . 
on the fair prey, but he dreaded his opponent. When he had 

fecured a fit accomplice, the plan and fhare of the pluader was 

adjufted, and then the robbing of the Eaft-India Company re- 

folved. The duumviri, auro, argento, are, not flando, or fe- 

riundo, bat rapiunde, meant to proceed by this bill to the feizure 

and confifcation of all monies, fecurities for money, goods, 

wares, merchandife, &c. &c. &c. with as little fcruple as, in 

elder times, any triumvirate, or decemvirate, ever ufed. 





A CAUTION to the CRUEL. 
Mr. Printer, Winton, April 6. 


N accident has juft happened in our neighbourhood, which, 
A if made known through your ulfeful Entertainer, it is 
hoped may be the means of preventing the fpecies of cruelty. 
here mentioned, and perhaps of faving fome lives.—A fervanc 
of acapital farmer, carter to what is called (for diftinétion) his 
middle team, had been accuftomed frequently to beat one of his 
horfes wantonly, and without caufe. This was no way to be 
accounted for ; for chough ’tis I find, not uncommon for a man 
to ill-treat and bear a fort of grudge to his wér/, this on 
the contrary was the def horfe in his team. It happened that 
Jaft Saturday morning he had been beating one of his other 
horfes, whether with or without caufe does not appear, in the 
fiable. Coming from him, he was pafling by the horfe above- 
mentioned, when the creature, knowing what had been going 
forward, and expedting it would be his turn next, fhewed figns 
of apprehenfion as he paffed him, and naturally crouched up 
himfelf as far as he couia towards the manger, This gave 
oftence to thecarter, who, without further caufe or ceremony, 
fell to his old work of whipping, which he did to fuch 4 degree, 
that the horfe broke from his faltening, which malt have been no 
{mall degree of exertion, and ran out into the yard. Here hd 
was purfued by his inhuman perfecutor, and beaten again ; then 
he got him agai into the ftable, tied him up again, and (ell to 
whipping again ; when the poor creature, diitreffed as he mult 
have been, and driven to the laft extremity, threw up behind 
(with hearty good will we may fuppofe) in {uch a manaer as to 
difqualify the barbarous wretch for repeating his crufelcies for 
ever. ‘This blow took place full in his fttomach, ot which he 

Vou, XI. 279. 3 K languilbed 
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languifhed in extreme torment till the next day, and expired ; 
a dreadful example to all fach mercilefs wretches ! Who thall 
fay he did not richly deferve his fate? 

I will not take upon me to pronounce abfolately that this was 
a judgement upon him for his favage cruelty, bac furely we are 
joftified in fuppofing it was, But be that as it may, I will take 
the opportunity to incalcate this leffon to all in that rank of life, 
who are concerned in the management or ufe of horfes or other 
animals, viz. that cruelty to brutes is no lefs criminal than it is 
to men ; and that the great Creator, who made them as well as 
us, and whofe mercies are over all his works, will call men to 
a fevere account for their mifconduct to them, whether it be beat 
ing them, ftarving them, or working them beyond their ftrength. 
I thould recommend it to every Farmer to read this account to 
all his fervants, the truth of which you may depend on, having 
had it on the fpot. 
Your’s, 


AMICUS, 





On the Nature, Utility, Hiftory, and Subjeéts of the Contrac? 
of Infurance. 


NSURANCE is no lefs advantageous to the public than to 

individuals, by moderating and diffufing the profits of trade, 
and by preventing accidental misfortunes from operating to the 
ruin of individuals or companies of merchants, which might 
obftruct the uniform progrefs of commerce, and endanger pub. 
lic credit. 

Confidering the manifeft atility of fuch a contract, and that it 
feems to be fo obvioufly fuggefted, from the circumftances of per- 
fons engaged in any hazardous mercantile adventure, it may be 
thought wonderful that the practice of infurance was, ina 
great meafure, unknown to the nations of antiquity, This 
moft undoubtedly be attributed to the limited nature of their 
commerce. 

The Greek ftates feem to have been totally unacquainted with 
it, We hear of the mercantile regulations of Rhodes, part of 
which have been tran{cribed into the compilations of Jultinian ; 
but no paflage has been handed down to us that alludes to fuch 
a bargain as infurance. 

The Romans, although they were poffeffed of great wealth, 
had comparatively, little experience in commerce, Their opalence 


was chiefly the effect of rapine and peculation in the conquered 
: provinces. 




















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 443 


provinces. Among that people trade and manufactures were 
carried on principally by the flaves and freed men of the more 
wealthy citizens, and were confidered as below the dignity of 
thofe who were born free. As a proof of the limited ftate of 
their trade, it has been obferved, that mercantile profits, in con- 
fequence of the little competition among merchants, were ime 
moderately high; by which the rate of intereft became pro- 
portionably great. From the fituation of the Romans, there 
was little occafion therefore to diminifh the hazard of the mer- 
chant by infurances, Jt is impoffible to fuppofe that a bargain 
of this kind was totally unknown among them ; but it appears 
to have been very uncommon, 

In Juftinian’s Pandedts the lawyer Ulpian ferioufly makes the 
obfervation, That a contraé& of infurance is not illegal, J//a 
fiipulatio, decemmillia falva fore promittis ? valet, ad the 
bargain been common, fuch am opinion, with regard to its 
validity, would have been thought fuperflaous. 

A contrivance fomething fimilar to that of infurance.is men- 
tioned by Suetonius, as having been employed on a fingular 
occafion by the Emperor Claudius. In order to encourage the 
importation of grain, he took the rifk of the fea upon himéelf : 
“© Negotiatoribus certa lucra propofuit, /afcepto in fe damuo, fi quia 
per tempeftates accideffet ; et naves, mercatura caufa, fabricantibus, 
magna commoda conftituit.” In another cafe it is mentioned by. 
Livy ; ‘* Lupetratum fuit, ut, qu@ navibus imponerentur ad exer 
citum Hi/panienfem dcferenda, ab hoftium tempeftatifque vi, publica 
periculo effent.”’ 

In thefe cafes, however, no mention is made of a premium 
paid by the merchant for the hazard andertaken ; and they are 
rather to be confidered as examples of a bounty offered by the 
public, than of a matual contraa. 

From the infrequency of infurance at Rome, this agreement 
had no name ; it could only be expreffed by a circumlocution ; 
and writers, during the early period of modern ages, adopted 
the barbarous word affcuratio. 

The contract of bottomry, however, which is fomewhat akin 
to in{urance, orat lealt aniwers the fame purpofe in a more 
limited degree, is freqaently mentioned by the Roman lawyers, 
ane is the fubject of a particular title in the compilations of 
Juttinian. 

Upon the downfal of the Roman empire fome part of the 
ancient commerce was carried on by teveral towns of Italy, 
which, by their fituation cn the coait of che Mediterranean, were 
enabled to trade with many neighbouring nations, and, by the 
Red Sea, to maintain a correipondence with India. ‘Ihe Moors, 

3h2 who 
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who fettled jn the fouth of Spain, and the other inhabitants of 
that country, particularly opon the Bay of Bifcay, enjoying ad- 
vantages of fituatjon in fome refpeéts fimilar, were alfo encou- 
raged to carry on an extenfive navigation, and became carly a 
mercantile people, 

The inhabitants around the Baltic were in like manner 
enabled, at an early period, to procure a fubfiftence by fithing ; 
to convey the rude materials of the country along the coafls of 
that narrow fea ; and thence to trade with nations at a diftance, 

The fouthern commerce of Italy and Spain, and the northern 
trade of the Baltic, were followed by the manufaétures and 
trade of the Netherlands; the ruin of which, from the bad 
policy of Philip If. laid the foundation of the commercial 
profperity of Holland and England. 

The progrefs of commercial improvement was accompanied 
with a correfponding extenfion of mercantile law. A variety of 
rules were laid down by different ftates ; at firft, for the regu- 
Jation of navigation merely, and, at a period fomewhat later, for 
the regulation of infurances, and other maritime contracts, 

The firft public enaétments of this kind feem to have taken 
— in the Levant. What thefe were, is not now precifely 

nown; but we are told that the commercial laws eltablifhed 
by fome of the petty ftates in the Mediterranean had obtained a 

igh reputation and currency among merchants. Ft is unnecef- 
fary to fpecify the precife dates of thofe ordinances. The 
regulations of Rome, and of Amalphi, then a famous mercantile 
fate, were made about the end of the eleventh century. Thofe 
Of Majorca, at that time poffefled by the Pifans, and of Pifa 
itfelf ; thofe of Marfeilles; of Almeria, a town belonging to 
the counts of Barcelona; of Genoa; and of the Morea ; were 
introduced in the courfe of the eleventh ; and thofe cf Venice, 
of Conflantinople, and of Arragon, in the courfe of the thirs 
teenth century. 

The ena&ment of fimilar regulations at the ifle of Oleron, in 
the Bay of Bifcay, when that ifland and the adjacent territory 
of France were in the poffeffion of Richard the Firft of Eng- 
Jand, was probably foggefted from imitation of the ftatutes of 
the Levant. Itis at the fame time deferving of notice, that the 
ifland of Oleron, from its centrical fitaation between the mari- 
time ftates of Italy and the Baltic, between Spain, the country 
which produced fine wool, and the infant manufactures of Fian- 
ders, joined to its conncétion with the dominions of England, 
and its pofition at the mouth of the river Garonne, ren- 
gered it a very convenient enirepor for the exchange of commodi- 


tics between thefe differeat countries, The regulations of Oleroa 
are 
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are no to have been firft colle&ed and publifhed about the year 
1266, 

There is reafon to believe that infurances were not practifed 
at the time when the earlier regulations of the Levant, and 
thofe of Oleron, were arranged intoa fyftem. The former have 
not been handed down to us ; but the latter, which were probably 
a mere copy of them, contains no allufion to fuch a contract. 





Te- the P-R*I-N. FT BOR 
Si-R, 


F you thiok the following ANECDOTES deferve publica- 
tion I may be induced to become an occafional correfpondent. 
RANDOM, 


JEFFERY, Archbifhop of York, and a natural fon to King 
Heory the Second, in order to enforce belief of what he was 
about to fay, ufed to proteft by his faith and the royalty of the 
King his father. One of his attendants faid to him, ‘* You 
may fometimes, Sir, as well remember what was the bone/ly of 
your mothers 


A DUEL was to be fought, by confent of both kings, bee 
twixt an Englifh and a French Lord. John Courcy, Earl of 
Ulfter, was chofen champion for the Englih, He was a man 
of great appetite and ftrength, but his conftitutien had been 
mach weakened by a long imprifonment. In order to prepare 
him for the combat the King allowed him as great a plenty and 
variety of meat and drink as he chofe to make ale of.. But the 
French nobleman hearing what great quantities both of meat 
and drink Courcy daily devoured, and collecting from thence 
that he muft be aman of unufual ftrength, refufed to fight with 
him. 

If by the ftandard of their cups, and the meafure of their 
drinking, one might form a juft idea of the ftrengch of their 
foldiers, what vait and valiant atchievements may nui be juftly 
expected from iome gallants of the prefent days? 





Anecdote of an Officer who refufed ta fight a Duel. 


N the reign of Queen Anne, a young fellow is the county 

of Berks being difgufted with a woman chat his father had 

chofen for him as a wife, inlitted in a marching regment thea 
° recruiuing 


ee 


or 


.) 


to 
{ 
h 
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recruiting at Reading, in that county. As bis edacation and 
manner of behaviour was fuperior to that of his fellow-foldiers, 
he was foon diftinguithed by his officers, and before he had been 
amosth in the fervice; he was’ promoted to the rank of 2 
Corporal, and ere three months had elapfed was made a Ser- 
jeant, In this Ration he continued two years—was then railed 
t0 be Seijeant-major, and from that ftation to an Enfigncy.. 
The regiment was now ordered into Flanders, and in the famous 
battle of Ramillies, our young Enfign had the honour of fav- 
ing his colours from the 'refolute attack of foor French foldiers. 
In reward of this gallant defence, he was promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant, and from thence he facceeded to that of a 
Captain, In this ftation he continued many years, with equal 
honour to himfelf avd his country, till having received a chale 
lenge from a brother officer, on a fuppofed trifling offence, he 
had the virtue to refufe it ; which coming to the knowledge of 
his then Sovereign George II, his Majefty promoted him tu the 
rank of a Colonel, faying, that a man of approved valour 
would be inexcufable in rifking his life to comply with an 
arbitsary and inhuman coftom, 





Sketch of the Life of Fobn Mole, of Naéon, near Ipfwich, 
Author of the Book entitled A Syftem of Algebra, ately 


publifbed. 


UR exiftence in this life is but of fhort duration; and ir 

is aflonifhing to what perfection, in any fcience, a man 

may attain by.intenfe application, when the principles or ideas 

are flamped upon the foul or mind at its firft make; of which 

this perfon, amongit many others in the world, is a itriking 
inftance. 

He was born at Old Newton, near Stowmarket, in the year 
1743. When he was very young he Jolt his father, and had 
never any other education than what his mother was able to 
give, in teaching him the alphabet, and to read fhort fentences, 
He followed the bufinefs of a hufbandman ; and whilft in this 
fervice, when about 27 years of age, fome carpenters being at 
work at his maite:’s one of his fellowefervants obferved io him 
that a certain nember of tles, at 2c. halfpenny each, would 
come to fo much money. Mole thought he was wrong, aod ia 
a iew minutes told him the exaét fum, to the altoniihinent of 
ail the workmen prefeat. One queition natorally gave rife to 
another, and he was alked how many pounds these are ina 

million 
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million of farthings, which he folved in about half an hoor. 
This appeared more extraordinary than the other, as he had no 
other knowledge of figures than what he collected by enquiry, 
what fuch and fuch a number ftood for, and in this manner he 
gradually became acquainted with Numeration. 

Some time after, he was afked, how many quarters of inches 
there are in one foot? he not only folved this, but a!fo, how 
many there were in 10,0c0 folid feet, and likewife, how many 
farthings there were in a million of moidores. Mole thea 
afked Mr. Garrad of Natcton to teach him Multiplication ; 
when he was informed, that Maltiplication was an improper 
part of arithmetic to begin with, as hedid not know Addie 
tion, which was really the cafe. He however thewed him how 
to multiply 12 by 1z the long way, making two lines of the 
produ, and after that, how to add them together. This was 
all he learnt the fui time of trial, The next day he thewed 
him 2 or 3 {mall fums more, and on the sth day he produced 
the moments in the date of the year, by multiplication, He 
was then advifed to ftudy books of arithmetic ; but there being 
a great many words in thofe books which ie could not proe 
nounce, he ufed to write them down, and get perfons to doit 
for him. The figures he found le(s difficult, anu could improve 
himfelf in them without afliltance. In the firft year (befides 
learning to write a tittle) he made hbimfelf acquainted wita 
Reduction, and acquired a tolerable notion of the Rule of 
Three. Thefe he thought great acquifitions ; for it may reas 
fonably be fuppofed that his views were at firit very contracted. 
However, on turther progrefs, he perceived there was more ta 
be done than he expected. He found by books that perfons 
muft be acquainted with Algeora, before they could periettly 
underitand the folutionsto queftions, in which the extraction of 
roots is required, ‘This led himon to fludy Algebra, Whar 
proficiency he has made iu it, is fubmitted to the judgment of 
snofe learned in that uleful icience, who may be iaclined to 
perufe his publication, which is intendea as an iniroducton to 
Algebra, whereio a beginner may learn with little trouble, he 
having taken the more pains, that learners may have the lets. 
He tays he has been pleafed in an evening with the ime 
provement he bad made; but on examination in the morning, 
he had the morstificatioa to find it of little avail, and ofeu, 
wiih chagrin, felt the aptnels of Pope’s remarks : 


In human works, though labour’d on with pain, 
A thoutand movements fearce one purpofe gaine 


A Sketch 
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4 Sketch of the Life, Sufferings, and Efcapes of Henry 
Marpers de Latude. 
[Continued from Page 425, and concluded*] 

FTER M. de Latude had been fome time at liberty, he 
was retaken and reconduéted to the Baftille. His remo- 
val to the Caftle of Vincennes, his efcape from thence, his ree 
capture, and confinement in Bicetre, with his fubfequent fuffer- 
ings, are equally interefling to the advocates of freedom and 
humanity. But for thefe we muft refer to the pamphlet itfelf. 
Hamanity muft fhadder at the following paragraph, in which 

M. de Latude mentions the fate of his fellow fofferer ! 

** Poor Delegre my companion in adverfity, not able to fl:nd 
the fhock of fuch rigorous treatment, became raving mad. He 
was ftili living in 1777, when he had been removed to the 
hofpital for lunatics at Charenton, governed by the Friars of 
the Order of Charity, an habitation whichin all probability, 
they likewife intended for me ; for they one day allowed me 
the barbarous privilege of feeing my friend plunged in thofe 
dreary cells, I found him among the incurables, and at fight 
of him in chat horrid fiteation could not withhold my tears. 
Surely this was an entertainment granted purpofely to rack me 
with defpair !I told him my name, and that it was I who had 
efcaped with him from the Baftille. Bat he did not recollect 
me.— He anfwered, ‘* No: he was God. ” 

** Perpetual imprifonment has been reckoned a favour to a 
criminal ; but from my own experience, and what I have wit 
nefled of others, with whofe fafferings I have been too familiar, 
I will venture to affirm, that it would be a thoufand times more 
humane in a judge to deprive a culprit of his life by the moft 
crvel tortures, than to condemn him to perpetual imprifonment. 
In the firft cafe his wretched exiftence muit terminate in lefs 
than an hour ; whereas in a lingering imprifonment he fuffcrs 
every moment the pangs of a thoufand deaths,” 

What exquifite refinemeotin cruelty! But poor De Latude’s 
own fituation appears from the following Extraét from a Me- 
morial of M. de Comeyras :** It was on occafion of the 
Dauphin’s birth, when the king had appointed the commiflion 
to releafe prifoners not guil:y of capital offences, that the Care 
dioal ce Rohan, who was the prefident, being authorifed to fet 
open the prifons, found the wretched Latude confined ten feet 
under ground, clad in tatters, his beard afoot and an half 
long, no bed but itraw, nor provifion except bread and water. 
He had the humanity to order him a more tolerable habitation, 
and to his bounty, and chat of feveral perfons of the firit rank, 
who were informed by the good Cardinal of his condition, wag 
Latude indebied for tae aims that procured it an alieviation. 
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*¢ An abandoned villain, ftained with the blackeft crimes, 
would have fully atoned for them by thirty five years im- 
prifonment, and its attendant barbarities. How truly pitiable 
then is the man whofe only fault affected not the king, in his 
perfon, eftate or fabjeéts; a fault without a criminal miotive, 
excufable on account of his youth, and which would have beed 
fufficiently punifhed by fix months imprifonment. ” 

Te muft not be omitted here, that M. de Latudeowed his des _ 
liverance, at Jaft, to Madame le Gros, alady in the middling 
rank of life. The narrative of her aftonifhing perfeverance in 
her generous efforts, and of her fufferings in confequence, exe 
hibits a picture of female heroifm, and of a virtue almoit fas 
perhuman, that renders her name worthy of being tranfmitted 
to pofterity, .with the St. Vincent de Paul’s, the Howards, and 
other illuftrious benefactors of mankind, 

The interference, however, of the Cardinal de Rohan pro- 
cored only an alleviation of his fufferings, and it was not till 
the 28th of March, 1784, that the wretched De Latude was 
difcharged with a penfion of 400 livres a year. And thus he 
himfelf defcribes the horrors of his captivity ! 

** I have lagguifhed twelve thoufand one hundred and fixtys 
three days in the different prifons to which I have been fuccef- 
fively removed. From this number of days, days of which 
each appeared fo long, ftretched on ftraw without a covering, 
devoured by odious reptiles, reduced toa fcauty al’owance of 
bread and water for fubliltence, I have groaned three tioufand 
and fixty-feven in the damp infection, and glcom of dungeons; 
and for twelve hundred and eighteen of thofe days, or rather 
thofe endlefs nights of horror, my hands and feet hive been 
bruifed and torn by the vile encumbrance of fetters.”’ 


—— | 


ANECDOTES of the LADY of OLIVER CROMWELL, 





(From a pamphlet printed in the laft century, entitled, The Court and 
Charaéter of Elizabeth Boucher, commonly called Proteétrefs Joan, 


enquired into. ] 


HIS lady appeats to have been of a very remarkable dif- 
pofition, and to have been diftinguifhed by great fingu- 
larities. Inher perfon, the writer of thit pamphlet fays, the 
was very corpulent, and of a moft fotdid and avaricious tempers. 
That fhe wore a hood and fome light armour, That hef 
retinue, fur a long time, when fhe went abroad, confilted only 
of one of Oliver’s horfe-boys, who ran by her fide, though her 
Vou. XI. 279. 3 L daughters 
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daughters were atterded by tireewomen and perfumers. That 
fhe afterwards purchaled a fecond-hand coach ; and that her 
coachman acted the part of caterer, butler, ferving-man and 
gentleman ufher,. That her horfes were probably old troopers, 
and had out.of the army ; and that her livery flood at the fate’s 
expénce, That fhe was loaded with prefents; and that her 
houfe in London was a kind of exchange ; and that no money 
was ftirring any where elfe, That the amaffed great quantities 
of jéwels, medals, &c. from the plonder of various houfes, Ba- 
fingftoke in particolar ; where the foldiery, by threats and {mall 
gratuities, were perfgaced to give up their plunder, Thata 
cabal-houfe was taken near Charing Crofs, where the fectarian 
officers were treated with prayers, bread, batter, and {mall beer. 
That a thankfgiving dinner was given by the City, and a piece 
of gold plate. 

That Oliver was fond of oranges to veal, probably Seville ; 
and that the Prote&irefs refufed four pence for one of thefe, 
joft at the commencement of the war with Spain. That a poor 
woman, who had a very early growth of green peas, was per- 
fuaded to prefent fome to. the Proteétrefs at Whitehall ; that 
fhe refufed an angel for them by a cook in the Strand ; and 
that, upon her mermoring at five Shillings from her Highnefs 
for the fame, they were returned, with fome fevere remark 
upon the luxury of the times. That they fettled at Whitehall 
in the year 1653. Whitehall, at this time, inhabited by near 
an hundred families of the anarchy, All commanded to de- 
part, by order of Council. Little apartments, winding fairs, 
and trap doors, made by her order ; the never enduring to be 

“alone, or whifperings. ‘The names of the apartments changed. 
Mr. Staikey, a cook, accufed of drunkennefs by her ; brought 
before Oliver ; vomits in his prefence ; and is difcharged. 
Oliver a great enemy to compound dithes. 

She (the Protetrefs) keepsthree cows in St; James’s Park ; 
ereéts a dairy at Whitehall, and makes butter with her maids. 
No men fervants attendant in the houfe, but a chofen band of 
halberdiers, She employed fix maids, or fpinfters, all minifters’ 
daughters, at fewing, ftitching, &c, in her privy-chamber. They 
crank a {mall ale called Merning Dew, then common in Lon- 
con, at 7s, 6d. a barrel. Oliver’s predileétion - tor that hinders 
her from eftablilhing a-brew-houfe. 

_ That the had a cuttom of roatting half-capons 5 and that her 
nigy araly temper terminated in an inquiry into the prefits of 
the kitchen-ftuff, which fhe exchanged for candles. - ‘The reas 
fon fhe gave for her parfimony was the {mail allowance for the 
manicnance of the houtholu,. which was barely 64.thoufand 

pounds 
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pounds per anngm, till Col, Philip Jones came to be comptroller 
of the houfhold, when the weekiy charge was 1923 pounds odd 
money ; the defalcation of the reft, from the juft fam of zoo0h. 
at the rate of a hundred thopfand pouads yearly, making up 
the 400ol. for the two weeks above the 59; fo exactly was this 
charge computed, to prevent decejt and any colluding prac- 
tices. 

Her order of eating and meal-times was not lefs regulated : 
for, firft of all, at the ringing of a bell, dined the halberdiers, 
or men of the yuard,, with the inferior officers, &c. ; then, the 
bell ringing again, the fteward’s table was fet in the fame hall, 
near the water ftairs, for the better fort, who waited on her 
Highnefs ; ten of whom were appointed to a table or mefs, 
To thefe, and their friends or vifitors, were appointed the value 
of ten fhilliogs in fiefh or fith, with ope bortle of fack and two 
of claret : but to prevent after-comers. from expecting any 
thing in the kitchen, there was a general rule, that if any one 
was detained beyond dinner-time, upon notice given, the fteward 
of the mefs fhould fet afide his fhare inthe buttery. Suppers 
they had none ; eggs, &c, contenting Qliver aud her Ladythip : 
yet eight ftone of beef was conftantly boiled in the morning 
for the fervants, the broth, &c. being given to the poor of Ste 
Margaret, Weitminfter, every day. * 

His feafts were none of the molt liberal, as that given the 
Parliament and French Ambaffador, upom their congratulations 
upon the Sindercombe deliverance, only amounted to 1Q30l. ; 
200]. of which was {gvedin the banquet ; when a bigbellied 
woman, a {peGator, defirjag a few dry candies of apricots, Col. 
Pride threw into ber apron acgnferve af wet ; which ttaining 
the fame, as if it was a fiznal given, Oliver throws sis napkin 
at Pride ; he at him again ; the noife and fcufle of which 
made all the members rife up before the fweetmeats, &c. were 
began upon, who, thinking dinner wasdone, went totucir rude 
gambols with his Highnels, or remained {pectators df this Ahab- 
like fettival._—— 

All Oliver’s debts, by her intrigue, were transferred to her 
fons, Henry and Richard, who payed for his caftly funeral ; 
the very day of whofe death, the guards rufhed in at Whitehall, 
taking the meat, by force, off her Highnets’s table, and de- 
manding their pay and arrears. This occafioné@ her to tell 
Fleetwaod, that he had brought his hogs toa fine marker, 
Richurd: afterwards abfents himfelf, for debt, at Hurley,’ in 
Hamphhire, where his mother refided with him. It was alfo 
obferved that. there was a great deal of truth in a play written 
about that time, called ** ‘he Rump.” 

3L2 Anfwer, 
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The following Infeription was written by a Lady in Honour 
of Mr. Shenftone’s Memory. 


ON the left fide 
OF the fole building® I can call my own, 
Is confecrated 
A Monument 
To the memory of 
The beloved and lamented 
WILLIAM SHENSTONE, 
It is formed fomething like an urn; 
But of a {ubftance fo foft, 
That all his virtues 
Were with eafe engraved on it ; 
Yet fo tenacious, 
They never can be erafed. 

Jt is inferibed with affe€tion and refpe& 
For the gentle and elegant qualities 
Of which be was the happy poffeffor, 
And ftamp’d. with the deepeft gratitude 
For the honour he has conferred, 

By his kind and condefcencing notice 
On the 
Thereby dignified owner, 


* Meaning ber Heart, 





- Anfwer, by T. Coley of Plymouth, to R. Baftow’s Rebus, 
inferted February 11+ 


HE. initials, when. combin’d, will tel] 
. . ‘The famous ARION, kaown full well. 


We have received the like anfwer from J. Richards, J. Batker+ 
ville, and R. G. Jemmett, Plymouth; W. Baker, Somerton; 
T. Shearman, PlymoutheDock ; and D. Robarts, St. Columb. 





Anfwer, by Ry G. Femmett, Plymouth, to rh Bafkerville’s 
Rebus, inferted February 18. 


YOUR firl is Fern, the next Rataz, 
The laft is furely Og ; 
$a 
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So, gents, if you the whole would fcan, 
You'll find it isa FROG. 


We have received the like anfwer from D. Robarts, St. Co« 
lumb ; and W. Goodden, and W. Baker, Somerton. 


— 





Anfwer, by F. Quant, to W. Truman’s Queftion, inferted 
February 25. 


THIS queftion was taken from Saunderfon’s Elements 
of Algebra, p. 199-3 and if Mr. Truman will pleafe 
to look in that page he will find the following folution: 


Put x and 28—x for the 2 numbers fought, the O of 
the former will be xx, the O of the Jatter 784—56x+xx, 
and the fum of their D's 2xx—56x-+784=400; and the 
fame equation will arife, whether x be made to ftand for 
one number or the other. Therefore the two values of 
x in this equation will be the two numbers fought; but 
if 2x%—~-56x+784=400, we fhall have 2xx —56x= 
— 384; + the whole by 2 for a more fimple equation, 
and you will have xx —28x==—192, and xx = 28x —192; 
which equations being refolved x is found=12, or 16; 
confequently 12 and 36 are the two numbers required. 


*4* We have received the like anfwer from J. Efford, 
Chudleigh ; W. Hiles, Old Cleeve ; R. Batter, Sho 
brook ; and W. Goodden, Somerton. 





A QUESTION, by Fames Efford, of Chudleigh, 


PE: prefent declination of the fun, 21° 30’ north, 
* increafing, and greateft declination 23° 29’; I te- 
quire his longitude and right afcenfions 


POETRY. 
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Jothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


S I was lately looking over fome old papers, I accidentally 

met with the underneath, which was written fo long ago 

_ as the year 1664, by the Rev. W. Hunt, while a jevenile ftu- 

dent at Wadham College, Oxford. The infesting of it in your 
Weekly Entertainer will oblige, 


Sir, your humble fervant, 


PHOCION, 
Lambert's Caftle Hill, Auguft 28, 1787. 





A FAREWELL TO THE WORLD. 


AREWELL the gilded folly’s pleafing troubles, 
EK Farewell the honour’d rags—the chry{tal bubbles ; 
Fame’s butan hollowecho; gold pure clay ; 
Honour the darling but of one fhort day ; 

Beauty, th’ eye’s idol, but a damatk fkin ; 
State but a golden prifon, to keep in 
And torture free born minds ; embroider’d trains 
Merely but earth’s proud {welling veins ; 
And blood allied to greatnefs is but loan, 
Inherited, not purchas’d, nor our own : 
Fame, honour, beauty, ftar-trains, blood and birth 
Are but the withering bloffoms of the earth, 
] would be great and high ; but fee the proudeft oak 
Mott fubject to the rending thunder-ftroke. 

" I would be rich ; but fee men, too unkind, 
Dig out the bowels of the richeft mine, 


I would 
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I would be wifes but that’s the ton, I fee, 
Sufpected guilty while the afs goes free. 

I would be fair ;. but fee the champion proud, 

The world’s bright eye, oft fetting in a cloud. 

I would be poor; but fee the humble grafs 
Trampled upon by each unworthy afs. 

Th’ rich are hated, wife fufpected, fcorn’d if poor ; 
Great fear’d, fair tempted, high Rill envied more. 
I have with’d all, but now I with for neither ; 

Nor great, high, rich, fair, poor! no, I'd be rather 
Would the world now adopt me for her heir, 

And beauty’s qaeen entitle me the fair ; 

Fame fpeak me honours ; and if I could vie 

With angels~India, and a fparkling eye, 

Which would command bow*d knees—frike juftice dumb, 
As well as blind and lame; and give a tongue 

To ftones by. epithets; be call*’d great matter, 

In the loofe rhymes of every poetafter : 

Could I be more than any man that lives, 

Great, fair, rich, wife, all in fuperlatives— 

Yet I more freely would thefe gifts refign, 

Than ever fortune fhould have made them mine. 

I count one minute of my holy leifure, 

Beyond fo much of all this empty pleafure. 
Welcome, pure thoughts ; welcome, all filent geyves 5 
Thefe guefs, this court, my foul entirely loves, 
The winged infe€ts of the fkies thall fing 

My chearful anthems in the gladfome ipring. 

A prayer book fhall be my looking gla(s, 

Wherein I will adorn fweet virtue’s face, 

Here dwell no hateful loves, nor palace cares ; 

Here dwell no heartlefs promife nor pale fears, 
Here will I fit and fing my hot love’s folly, 

And learn ¢? affe&t a ‘holy melancholy, 











T H E WORL D. 


HE fpacious world is fortune’s racket-court ; 
Men are the balls, with thefe the makes her {port ; 
She tofleth thefe, but with her racket time, 
Sometimes above, fometimes below the line. 
Now budding up, and then ftruck deati—'tis fo; 
For when time comes, ’tis fure they all muft ga 
Dirc&ly 
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Direétly to the hazard of the grave ; 
And they once gone, fhe other balls muft have. 


PHOCION, 
Lambert's Caftle Hill, Auguft, 1787. 
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By Cuariorte SmitH. 


AR on the fands, the low, retiring tide, 

In diftant murmurs hardly feems to flow, 

And o’er the world of waters, blue and wide, 
The fighing fummer wind forgets to blow. 


As finks the day-ftar in the rofy weft, 

The filent wave with rich refle&tior glows 5 
Alas ! can tranquil nature give me reft, 

Or fcenes of beauty foothe me to repofe ? 


Can the foft luftre of the fleeping main, 
Yon radiant heaven, or all creation’s charms, 
** Erafe the written troubles of the brain,” 
Which memory tortures, and which guilt alarms? 
Or bid a bofom tranfient quiet prove, 
That bleeds with vain remorfe and unextinguifh’d love ? 





TO A YOUNG LADY EMBROIDERING. 
By Dr. Jounson. 


[Not printed in bis Works.) 
A RACHNE once, ill-fated maid, 
e 


Daring Minerva to engage, 
t form was chang’d, her beauty fied, 
She fell a viCtim to her rage. 


Oh then, beware Arachne’s fate, 
Be prudent, fair-one, and fubmit 3 
For you’ll more juftly feel her fate, 
Who rival both her art and wit. 








